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HE'S 
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METHODS...BUT HE’S 
FIGHTING AGAINST 


HE MUST 
BE STOPPED, AND TO 
DO THAT, ’LL NEED your 
HELP, AND I’LL NEED 
THE JOKER. 


| Two night's later, on 
_| Commissioner Gordon's 
4 instructions, the Joker was | YOu DIET 


_| transferred from Arkham HAVE TO MOVE ME, 


| Asylum to Blackgate prison. B\ COMMISH! | LIKE IT AT 
| THE ASYLUM! 


MODELLING HIMSELF 


nn er 


WHY YOu STICK 
ARE YOU DOING UP FOR THE LAw, 
THIS? DARK KNIGHT. IT’S 
TIME SOMEONE DID 
THE SAME FOR 
CRIMINALS. 


Lf THAT 


SOMEONE'S 
ME... 


” THERE'LL 

BE PLENTY OF 

[ CRIMINALS TO HELP 
WHERE You'Re 


GOING! 


The Atom finds himself face to face with... 


rs (ees 


Town, but no one cared. A massive 
wall had sprung up around the 
town overnight. 

The wall was fifty feet high. It 
blocked roads and rail lines, and 
completely cut off all communication 
links. It entirely contained Ivy Town, 
imprisoning the thousands of people 
who lived there. 

No one could explain what it was 
made of, who had made it, or how it 
had been built in the few short hours 
of night-time darkness. By eight 
o’clock in the morning, with traffic 
backed up on the streets, the police 
were examining the wall. It was pale 
white, without a seam or a join. It was 
so smooth, no one could get a 
handhold or any kind of grip to climb 
it. The police tried using a grappling 
hook, but it just slipped off the top. 

When the citizens of lvy Town 
realised that all contact with the 
outside world had been lost, people 


: t was a fine, sunny morning in Ivy 


Wi i ANY 


began to panic, and the police had 
their hands full. By mid-morning, the 
atmosphere in the town was running 
at fever pitch. The police told 
everyone to return home while they 
figured out what to do. The chief of 
police called upon Ivy University for 
help, and a party of scientists was 
bussed down to examine a section of 
the wall. 

As the college bus arrived, the 
scientists saw that the police were 
about to blow a hole in the wall with 
explosive charges. They looked on 
from a safe distance as the charges 
blew. For a moment, as the smoke 
cleared, they could see a hole in the 
wall. But the brief cheer died away 
as, to their amazement, the hole 
slowly filled in and disappeared, as if 
by magic. The scientists were 
stunned. 

Amongst the university experts 
was a young scientist named Ray 
Palmer who had a special way of 


investigating the problem. Unknown 
to his colleagues and the other 
people around him, Ray was actually 
the incredible shrinking super hero 
known as the Atom! 

Ray ducked out of sight and ran 
to the back of the bus. There he put 
on his special costume and became 
the Atom. He shrank down to less 
than a centimetre high and ran 
towards the wall. What he saw 
amazed him. Thousands of little 
robots, each one walking on six legs, 
and all of them microscopic in size, 
were marching to and from the wall in 
a long line that stretched away into 
the heart of the city. They moved like 
an army of ants, all working together, 
but too small for the human eye to 
see. The Atom realised that they had 
built the wall, and a closer look 


showed that they were doing it atom 
by atom. When the police blew a hole 
in the wall, they had repaired it 
immediately at an atomic level. 

The Atom followed the trail of 
marching robots which lead him right 
back to Ivy University. As he entered 
the lab where the robots were coming 
from, the Atom grew back to normal 
size. There he found a professor, Ivan 
Smalls, sitting at his workbench in 
despair. 

“What’s going on?” the Atom 
demanded. 

Upset, Smalls explained that he 
thought that he had made a major 
breakthrough in “Nanotechnology”, a 
new field of science in which solid 
matter itself can be manipulated and 
restructured an atom at a time. 

“It’s the ultimate form of 
engineering, a way into the future,” 
said Smalls. “I built minute robots 
which | called ‘Creators’. They work 
together following a central program, 
and can make as many other 
Creators as they need to perform the 


tasks they’re programmed to do.” 

“Very impressive,” said the Atom. 
“But what went wrong?” 

Smalls explained, “Il loaded a 
simple master program into the 
Creators' Central Processing Unit 
which was meant to make them 
serve the inhabitants of Ivy Town. 
They were to make the town safe 
and warm. But the Creators have 
taken this literally. They have built the 
wall around the city to keep it safe, 
trapping the inhabitants inside. Now 
they are constructing vents from the 
power station all across town to keep 
the city warm and | can’t stop them.” 

The Atom shuddered. These 
misguided robots had trapped 
thousands of innocent men and 
women and were now going to slowly 
cook them! He had to stop the 
Creators. But how? 

“It's impossible,” sighed Smalls, 
waving a technical document. “Il know 
how to deprogram the Creators’ CPU, 
which is inside their microscopic 


‘home’ in the corner of the lab. But | 
can’t fit in there!” 

“But | can!” said the Atom, as he 
read Smalls’ instructions. He shrank 
down fast to a sub-atomic level, and 
hurried to the main entrance of the 
microscopic CPU, a hive-like 
structure that now towered over him 
like a castle. The ceaseless army of 
marching robots stomped up the 
ramp and then back outside from 
other exits, ready to perform more 
tasks. The Atom couldn’t dodge round 
them, or go under them. He was 
nearly trampled by their marching 
feet. Instead, he shrank down further 
and leapt aboard one of the Creator 
robots and broke open its own control 
relay processor. Working fast, he 
reprogrammed the robot so that it 
started doing the reverse of its 
assigned tasks: marching against the 
flow and deconstructing what the 
others were building. There were far 
too many robots to deprogram in this 
way, but he set about sabotaging 
another dozen or so. 

The Atom leapt aboard one robot 
after another, risking his neck each 
time. It would be so easy to miss his 
footing and slip under the smashing, 
grinding feet. But after half an hour, 


____ almost twenty Creators were 


behaving erratically, clashing 
__ blindly with their comrades. 
>» “That should be 
\ enough,” he thought. 
Pp =». The disruption 
caused other 
creators to be 
reprogrammed 
to detain and 
dismantle the 
rebel robots. 
ae eS Wwas 
the break the 
Atom needed. 


As Creators were reassigned to deal 
with the glitch, gaps appeared in the 
ranks and he was able to slip through 
the robotic tide and enter the CPU 
proper. Inside, he ran as fast as he 
could, fearing that his presence as an 
alien invader would be spotted soon. 
Sure enough, special defence 
Creators armed with lethal pincers 
closed in on him. He enlarged himself 
slightly until his head bumped on the 
ceiling of the passage way. He used 
his strength and increased bulk to 
smash the attackers with a few well- 
aimed blows. 

When he reached the heart of the 
CPU, the master control system was 
before him. He knew he only had 
seconds before more defenders 
moved in. He followed Smalls’ 
instructions for deprogramming the 
Creators. He could hear the robots 
getting closer. If this didn’t work... 

On the edge of town, the police 
and the bystanders looked on in 
amazement as the wall slowly started 
to disappear, vanishing from the top 
down as if it were melting. The newly 
constructed heating vents also 


gradually vanished, and the 
telephone lines came back on. The 
Atom had got the Creators to 
deconstruct everything they had 
previously made. The city was saved! 
But back at the CPU, the Atom 
faced one last threat. His reverse of 
the command systems had been 
total, and the Creators were now un- 
making themselves and the CPU 
itself. He raced to escape from the 
CPU before it was deconstructed. 
When he realised he would not 
make it in time, he enlarged himself, 
shooting up to full size. He shattered 
the entrance way to the CPU and 
burst through the roof of the “hive”. 
“You did it!” clapped the grateful 
Smalls as the Atom grew to normal 
size before his eyes. 
“It was just a /ittle problem,” the 
Atom sighed with relief as he dusted 
himself down. “My specialty!” 


THE END 
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WHO'S HIDDEN 


Write the correct answers to the 
clues in the boxes below. The 
letters in the shaded boxes will 
then reveal the name of one of 
Batman’s enemies. All the 
answers are words from the 
story, The Darker Knight. 
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These pictures have been taken from the story, The Darker Knight. o 


Put them in the correct order (1-6) and write the letter from each 
picture in the boxes below to find a word used in the story. 
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: a The 10 words in the box below are taken from the story The Darker 

Knight. The words are hidden diagonally, backwards, forwards, 
up and down. Circle each word as you find it and tick it off 

on the list below. 


<MPNAPOTTLEN 


SnEOILCMARUDVNS 
XSmSsecawnoom 


PRISON [ 
CRIME DARKER (aI 
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ae In the story The Missing Penguins, 
the Penguin steals all of the 
penguins from the Gotham City 
Zoo. Some of the letters from the 
words below have been 


~ stolen too. They all contain 
S 


the letters P E N. Answer the 
/ clues correctly and fill 
in the missing letters. 


1. Small British coin. 


2. Necklace ornament. 


PEN... = = 


3. Opposite of closed. 


4. To take place or occur. 
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6. Five sided object. 
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oe THE BIG FREEZE an 


The Penguin has locked himself inside the Mmm-Yummy Ice-Cream 
Factory. Take the first letter of each of the 8 picture clues below to 
spell the name of the yummy food he has found in this giant fridge. ee 
Write your answer in the boxes below. 
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ROBOTIC MAZE 


The Atom has to get to the heart of the CPU 
to reverse the commands of the Creators. 
Help him find the quickest route through the 
maze of wires below by finding the one with 
the fewest Creators along it. Count the 
number of Creators along each route and 
write the numbers in the circles provided. 
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I REVERSE i 


In the story The Creators, the Atom | 
had to reverse the commands on 
the master control system. Below, 

some words from the story have 
been reversed. Put a mirror along 
the dotted line to read the 
words. Write each word the © 
correct way in the spaces 
provided. 
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ALL MIXED UP 


The word is KNIGHT. 


DEN-IT 

1. PENNY 

2. PENDANT 
3. OPEN 

4. HAPPEN 

5. PENCIL 

6. PENTAGON 


ROBOTIC MAZE 
A=5 
B=6 
C=3 
D=9 
C is the quickest route. 


THE BIG FREEZE 


Igloo - Cat - Easel, 
Cheese - Rose - Egg, 
Apple - Medal. 


The word is ICE-CREAM. 


. ROBOT 

. UNIVERSITY 

. CONTROL 

. PROCESSOR 


. SCIENTIST 
. SMALLS 

. WALL 

. DEFENDER 
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COLOURING 


Robin is always ready for action! So get your pens at the ready 
to colour in this great picture of the Teen Wonder before he flies 
off on yet another mission! 
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COMPETITION 
BATMAN CRIME 
SQUAD" FIGURES 
AND BATCYCLES 
MUST BE WON! 


hese new and dynamic BATMAN 

CRIME SQUAD" figures from Hasbro Radda Lal Sa 
will bring you hours of action-packed yr a chance fo win one of 
play! Their unique transforming 65 ( BATMAN CRIME E SQUAD" fig ne 


‘technocape’ batpacks and BATCYCLES $ find ar ; 

camouflaged suits make this an elite names of the fl ss e Go = 

BATMAN and ROBIN mission team. sa 

With the help of the CRIME SQUAD 5: oie ge ai iff a s alee dalek . 


BATCYCLE” with its motorised turbo 
power, they can track down Gotham 
elise worst i sa 
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Grint Squad Competition, The Redan Canmany 
139 King Street, London W6 9JG. 
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ay enter. The editor’s decision is final. No correspondence will be 
on products or services from us or other reputable companies 
do not want to receive this. | No purchase necessary. 
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Batman created by Bob Kane. 
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They hurried 
to the Batcave, 
where they became... 
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..Batman and Robin! They: rushed 
to the Batmobile. 


THEY ~\ 
WOULD NEED TO \ — 
BE SOMEWHERE 


VERY COLD. /f rE 
oc xe CATWOMAN 


SIGN OF THEM 
ANYWHERE. 


The coldest place in Gotham 
City was the Mmm-Yummy Ice 
Cream Factory. Batman and 
Robin decided to look for the 
penguins there first. 


OKAY, 
BATMAN. LET’S GET 
GOING! 


No! 
(THE PENGUINS ARE ye 
MINE Now. 


GIVE uP, 
PENGUIN. WE'VE 
GOT YOu! 


STEALING The Penguin realised Batman 


Sis BIZDS WAS’ THEY CAN'T i E ; was right. He led the penguins 
WRONG. LIVE IN A FREEZER } - | Bi etolel (om ial—wsoler 
Sasa FOREVER! ; 


YOu 
HAVEN'T SEEN THE 
LAST OF ME/ 


Whenever 
Batman an 
to face the c 


BUT 
THE PENGUIN’S 
WORK IS JUST 
BEGINNING! 4m 


THE £ND 


DICK THE PENGUIN 


Here’s a puzzle for the picky! Five of the penguins 
below have a twin—one does not. Look carefully at 
the birds. Then draw lines joining each pair and 
draw a circle around the penguin without a twin. 
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than anyth 


YOU’VE ALL BEEN 
SENDING US SO MANY GREAT 


SQUEEZE THEM INTO OUR OFFICES! 


KEEP PRINTING AS MANY OF YOUR 
LETTERS AS WE CAN IN 
EACH ISSUE. 


DEAR | LOVE TO READ BATMAN, 

| REALLY ENJOY READING 

BATMAN. MY FAVOURITE 

CHARACTERS ARE BATMAN, 

HAWKMAN AND THE FLASH. 

| THINK THE PULL-OUT 

WORKBOOK IS EXCELLENT. 
N MYLES GREEN, AGED 9 
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DYNAMIC 


LETTERS AND PICTURES WE CAN HARDLY 


WE’RE SORRY WE CAN’T PUT ALL OF OUR 
MAIL ON THESE TWO PAGES, BUT KEEP 
LETTING US KNOW ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE 
STORIES AND CHARACTERS AND WE’LL 


DISPATCHES 


Soy, 


“CONOR QUILLIGAN 
~~ TonDon 


JACK BARNES 
BEBINGTON 


BY ROSS DAVIDSON 
PORT LATHEN 


LEWIS @ ARON DORIGO 
KILWINTING 


, see if you 
can spot the 8 differences 
between these two pictures. 


As Batman hang glides to catch 
up with the Penguin 
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